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The school rock.

College Paths

By Sebastion Snyder
A new journey above and
beyond. A new life on your own.
Kids, aka young adults, are
looking for their path in life.
Guidance helps with that.
For some students, those
future plans include college,
other students choose careers
or military service. There are
college visits during the day
where representatives from a
college come to visit the school
and see the students.
Mrs Mary Beth Ohmacht is
the advisor for juniors and
seniors, and she considers the
college visits a valuable tool for
students

Mrs. Ohmnacht stated “It is
always a wonderful experience
for the students to explore their
options in the next step in life.”
What makes up an
appointment with a college
admissions officer in the
guidance office at MAHS?
College representatives can
give students a good chance to
get to know a school from a
distance. Often, students fill out
note cards with questions to
request information. Reps
answer questions about majors
and classes as well as
admissions policies.
They give you all you need to
start the next step!
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With the beginning of the 2021-2022 school
year, we also see the hallways lined with many new
faces. Some are friends we haven't seen in a while,
or peers navigating this building their very first
time.
It's not just students we don't recognize, but
several new teachers and staff. To help you meet
and get to know these friendly faces, the
newspaper staff has interviewed a few ourselves
and compiled some information to introduce
them.

cont'd on page 3

Sophomore English Teacher Cary Halliburton

Running for Class Office

By Bella Gulbin

Every fall, the topic of class elections comes up.
For the ninth grade classes, this is the first time that
students are able to participate in this traditional
high school event. Prior to the contest, the two
candidates for Vice President of the class of 2025
were willing to share their thoughts.
"I care about the school a lot, and I want it to
unlock it’s best potential.” Tabbitha Ellis said, “My
plan is to get kids more involved in extracurricular
sports, clubs, stuff like that. And make them more
accessible.”
“I’m running for office because I would like to

cont'd on page 4

Early in December, an interview was conducted with
Mrs. Dudock, who was at the time filling in for the Foods
and Nutrition class as a long term substitute. Last year,
she was a long-term substitute for health and physical
education (filling in for Miss Potter).
Mrs. Dudock's experience long term substituting for
this year and last has been "crazy jumping from Phys Ed.
and Health to Foods and Nutrition." The nice aspect, in
her view, is that some of the material she learned last
year integrates to this year as well.
There are a lot of challenges associated with being
long term substitute. Long term subs are paid differently
than regular day-to-day substitutes and have more
responsibilities as well, including grading material and
running the classroom. It can be a challenging position.
Fortunately, Mrs. Dudock says “I enjoy the challenge.
Working with the students here at Montrose is
something I would like to be able to continue doing as
long as possible.”
One of the unique changes from last year to this year
is flexibility. Because Mrs. Dempsey will be returning
mid-year (and has in fact returned since our interview),
there needs to be cooperation between both teachers.
“Mrs. Dempsey was very flexible, but we did have to
work together,” says Mrs. Dudock.
In Mrs. Dudock´s first year of subbing, she worked
daily at five different schools. Since that time, she has
filled numerous long-term subbing needs for Montrose,
making her a familiar face, just in a new place this year.
As previously stated, Mrs. Dempsey has since
returned to the classroom, and will be featured in our
upcoming Winter edition.

Student Council

By Makenzie Krupinski
The 2021-22 Student Council Presidents this year
are seniors Mia Amorino and Cassidy Beeman.
These ladies are doing an amazing job and are
making a huge impact on the school.
When asked what interested them in the role, Mia
responded, ”I’ve been involved in Student Council
since I was in 7th grade. I wanted to give back to the
grades below me by not only having new things
around school but also giving them ideas for the
years after I graduate.”
Cassidy agreed, adding that she ”wanted to be a
Student Council President because I wanted to
execute ideas I had been coming up with during my
high school career.”

cont'd on page 3
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New Teachers - Part 2
The junior high has attained a new guidance
counselor. Loriann Matulevich is spending her 13th
year as a counselor with us, her first in Montrose.
New to the school, but not to the state, she
received a bachelor's degree in human
development from Penn State, before attending
Scranton University for her Masters. She would
later returning to Scranton for her elementary
certification.
She then took to East Stroudsburg for her first
full time teaching job. There, she worked with
elementary students.
Montrose is a big change for her, since she now
works as a high school counselor. "The oldest kids I
used to see were 11 or 12. High school students
have a whole different dynamic."
Starting a new job is always a difficult transition.
There is a new environment and conditions, and in,
the case of education, a new group of students.
The pandemic has increased these troubles twenty
fold.
Every decision she makes and
recommendation she gives forces the new
counselor to take such troubles into consideration.
Career options and secondary education will all be
influenced by the pandemic, and the stresses of
those changes fall, in part, on those who guide our
future.
Ms. Matulevich loves the close knit community
that Montrose has. She says we have wonderful
celebrations of holidays, and the effort we put into
parades and memorials is important to her.
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Junior High guidance counselor Loriann Matulevich

Envirothon

By Sebastion Snyder
Montrose Area Jr/Sr High School offers a program
called Envirothon. Mr. McKennas is one of the faculty
advisors who runs it. Envirothon is a competitive
event, using teams from local schools, focused on
natural science.
This year, as always, Mr. McKennas was excited
prior to competition.
“As with any competition there is always a sense
of nervousness and excitement that sets in whether
it is in sports or any other competitive event,“
McKennas said. “I think that is a key part of any
competition and makes it special. With that said, I do
my best to provide the information that my students
will need to be successful. I guess I just… hope I
provided them with everything they need and that
they took their portion seriously.”
Devon Ford and his group placed in the county
envirothon competition last year. Mr. McKennas was
so proud just like he is proud of all of his students.
“I do believe we have a great group of students
that are part of the Envirothon program. It helps that
they experience different parts of the competition in
their everyday lives. It is definitely a plus that we live
in a rural setting and have a variety of different
backgrounds, from hunters to farmers and more.
The important part I have other than providing the
content is to match students up with others that I
feel will make the most successful teams I can,” says
McKennas.
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Student Council Continued
When voting for the president of Student Council
this year, both Amorino and Beeman had an equal
number of votes, so the question of “what is it like
being co-presidents,” arose.
“After experiencing the panic before homecoming, I
could not be more grateful that Cassidy and I are
running Student Council together,” is how Amorino
described their situation.
Beeman added, ”We are also two different people
that are aware of different opportunities in the school
so we can cover as much ground as we want to.”
Mia shared her final thought stating, “I just want to
say thank you to everyone who is supporting the
Student Council and the school store.”
Cassidy concluded with, “A leader doesn’t need to
have all the ideas, they simply need to know when a
good one shows itself.”
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New Teachers - Part 3
Cary Halliburton is teaching for her fourth year,
but only one has been spent here in Montrose.
She's spent her first 3 years teaching in Ewing, New
Jersey.
She attended college nearby, in Allentown,
Pennsylvania. There, she double majored in
Spanish and English. Later, she attained a master's
degree in arts and teaching at Rider University. She
also spent some time abroad, teaching English as a
second language Ecuador.
COVID-19 has presented us all with challenges,
but for teachers starting out, the obstacles can
seem much more difficult.
Mrs. Halliburton had this to say about it, "The
pandemic has been difficult, and the remote
working has been a struggle. However, I've learned
to use many new online resources, and feel I can
teach more effectively because of it."
Montrose has been quite a change of pace for
the new Sophomore English teacher. She
estimates her previous school, Ewing, was probably
three times the size of Montrose.
We may be a little smaller, but Mrs. Halliburton
loves the area. Her husband has family near
Honesdale, and they love the small town feel we
have.
Look for more information on other new faces in
upcoming editions as our staff continues to
introduce other new faculty members!

Tabbitha Ellis (Left) Rori Gurn (right) decided to run for
class office in the fall of this year

Envirothon Sweatshirts are worn by members of the team as a
uniform when they are competing.
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Envirothon

The practice for the competition is a good way to get
the mind going and thinking. Although it isn’t as fun as the
actual competition, members practice as if competing.
“The practice is a good way to show new students what
to expect to see, what the content is like, and what is
expected. It is also a great opportunity for students who
aren't sure if they want to participate or not to see what
Envirothon is all about,” Mr. McKennas says.
Every member of the Envirothon groups loves to
compete - even Mr. McKennas. “Absolutely the
competitions are fun. The students get to work together
and are put up against other students from other schools,
some of them they know, so it can be a fun way to see
other students that they know and learn together."
The annual competition will be at Elk Mountain in April.
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Class Office Continued

represent my class,” said the other candidate, Rori Gurn, “I
just wanna make sure I listen to everyone.”
”There’s a lot of competition.” Gurn said with a bit of a
laugh, “The ‘other side’ - their campaigning has gotten out
of hand. There’s 40 posters all over the place, I only have
like 15, I think.”
When asked what their job would be as Vice President,
Rori said, “It’s basically just to assist the actual president in
getting things done and helping fundraise.”
“Tabby we are coming at you, we coming at you man,”
Gurn concluded.
“You’re a darn good competitor, I wish you the best, but
I still wanna win.” Ellis remarked about Gurn.
In the end, Rori Gurn was named the Vice President of
her class, joined by Lincoln Brander as President, Jasmine
Bennett as Secretary and Desmond Depue as Treasurer. As
school traditions and students change, the political process
is still alive and well, and, mostly, unchanged. Fortunately, it
seems that both of the Vice Presidential candidates for this
year’s freshman class had a positive electoral experience.
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Solar Power Tower
By Jack Benedict

Homework club meets weekly in the library

Homework Club
By Abigail Nelson

Homework club is a good program for students who
need help with homework, missing assignments,
organizing, and for students who can’t do their
homework at home. Homework club can also help with
classes students are failing.
"I enjoy homework club. Its fun. Its helped me a lot,
and I'm doing better in my classes since joining," Carson
Wellman said. Carson joined homework club because he
was having a hard time doing his homework.
Mainly 7th, 8th and 9th graders do homework club,
according to one of the teachers who works at
homework club, but it is open to students in any grade.
The Club meets every Tuesday and Thursday and
students are able to work until 5:15 when they can go
home using the late buses.

School Jokes of the Edition
Which school supply is the king of
the classroom?
The Ruler!
Which letter of th alphabet has the
most water?
the “C”!
Why are fish so smart?
Because they live in schools!

The average U.S. citizen consumes 893 kWh of
energy every month according to the EIA. This
energy comes from sources all across the country,
but some of our power is more locally originated
than you might think.
Former Physics and current substitute teacher
William “Bill” Host has been working on an energy
project of his own, a solar light tower.
The first application of this idea can be seen
on the pavilion near the cross country course. The
solar panels lining its roof are the work of Mr. Host
and his former students and connect to the utility
grid. Although such is an impressive feat in and of
itself, the teacher and his students wanted to go
one step further, and create something more
“stand alone”.
They first began this project three years ago,
the idea of a group of students. The tower is
charged through a portable trailer built by Mr.
Matis and his metal shop students. Panels take in
energy that charge the batteries, which in turn
power the lights located on a mast attached to the
top of the trailer.
The project was funded from multiple areas,
including a grant from the Community Foundation,
private donations, and a budget through the
School District. But money was no replacement for
time. Mr. Host says that: “Each year a new group of
students would be trained on solar electric
principles and safety. That would only leave the
Spring season to do work on the project.” With
limited time, the project seemed to be incredibly
ambitious.
Through vigorous redesigning, reworking, and a
lot of effort, the project was realized. Now
complete and functional, he hopes the project will
help teach students about stand-alone solar power
as well as serve as a portable light source for the
district’s use.
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